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Fastern Europe’s most beautiful destination is now a full-on production haver

ductions and advertising business.

Although costs have edged up as better
trained, English-speaking crews, technical tal
ent and services have begun to emerge, produc
tions shot in the Czech Republic are still 40% tc
50% cheaper than those made in London or Lo
Angeles.

Low costs and a rich pool of talent were ke
among the factors that enabled Matthew Still
man and David Minkowski of Barrandov Stu

. dios-based Stllking Films — the co-producer
of “Dungeons and Dragons” with Joel Silver’
Silver Pictures — to make the project on thei
home turf. According to first-time directo
Solomon, the effects-heavy adventure sag
would have cost $80 million - $90 million hac
it been made on a Hollywood studio lot. Th
final budget, including effects work, came in a
$35 million.

“Dungeons and Dragons” features Jerem
Irons as the dragon-riding villain Profion an«

§\ ungeons and Dragons” could have
% been made anywhere in the world at
i any modern film studio. Director
Courtney Solomon’s film version of
| the fantasy adventure game depicts a
¢ world inhabited by weird creatures
J and bizarre heroes who exist in no
’ place and no time.

But the Czech Republic and the
soundstages of Prague’s Barrandov Film Stu-
dios were chosen not only for their low ‘costs
and professional infrastructure, but also because
the small Central European country continues
to offer one of the world’s most diverse choice
of unexploited locations.

Ten years after the Velvet Revolution ush-
ered in democracy after 40 years of commu-
nism, Prague is well-established as a low-cost,
hlgh production-value venue for shootmg
cvcrythmg from commercials and TV mini-
series to full-length features.

The core of skilled local crews and techni-
cians that existed at Barrandov 10 years ago has
grown and multiplied as Prague-based line-pro-
duction companies and service firms have
sprung up to cater to largely foreign co-pro-
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DAY FOR FRIGHT: “Plunkett & Macleane’s
banquet scene was shot through the Waldsteil
Gardens’ arches, actually an exterior; Pragu
doubled in the movie as Newcastle, at left.
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